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Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended): A method for locating difficult access points on a topological 
map using discontinuities between curvilinear distances of neighboring points, the 
method comprises the steps of: 

scanning points on a map of curvilinear distances, using reliefs only crossable bv 
detour trajectories: 

reading estimated value DT(0) of the curvilinear distance assigned, in the map of 
curvilinear distances, to a point Cm under analysis: 

determining a Euclidean distance C(V) separating a point V under investigation, 
from the point Cm under analysis using a chamfer mask distance transform: 

determining an estimated value DT(V) of the curvilinear distance assigned, in the 
map of curvilinear distances, to the point V under investigation; 

calculating an absolute value of any discrepancy between the estimated values 
of the curvilinear distances. DT(0) and DT(V). with the determined Euclidean distance 
C(V): and 

determining a difficulty of access and transforming the point Cnn under analysis 
based upon an inequality of the absolute value calculated and the determined Euclidean 
distance G(V) from a roforonco point on a topo l og i ca l map ostab li shod on tho bas i s of a 
map of est i mated curv ili near d i stances separat i ng tho po i nts of tho topo l og i ca l map from 
the roforonco po i nt, compr i s i ng tho stops of: 

ana l yz i ng tho map of curv ili noar d i stancos by moans of a chamfor mask 
cata l og i ng tho approx i mate va l ues C(V) of tho Euc li doan d i stancos by separat i ng a 
po i nt Coo of tho map from i ts noaroot no i ghboro V, so as to extract thorofrom, at oach 
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po i nt Coo of th e map of curv ili n e ar d i stanc e s, th e d i scr e panc ie s (DT(V) - DT(O)) of 
curv ili n e ar d i stanc e s s e parat i ng th e po i nt cons i d e r e d Coofrom i ts n e ar e st n ei ghbors V; 

compar i ng tho d i screpanc i es (DT(V) DT(0)) w i th tho approx i mate va i uos C(V) of 
tho Euc li dean d i stancos of tho chamfer mask; and 

doscr i b i ng tho po i nt oons i dorod Co Q _as d i ff i cu l t of accoss whon a d i fforonoo 
Q pp GQ r s 

2. (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein determining a 
difficulty of access and transforming the point Cm under analysis based upon an 
inequality of the absolute value calculated and the determined Euclidean distance C(V) 
includes using several thresholds aro usod dur i ng tho compar i son of tho d i scropanc i os 
of curv ili near d i stancos and Euc li doan d i stancos, so as to dov i so dogroos determine a 
degree of importance i n tho i mportanco of tho dotour a detour required to reach a 
difficult access point. 

3. (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the difficult 
access points of the map of curv ili noar d i stancos that aro regarded as d i ff i cu l t of accoss 
are l ocated on tho topologica l map established on the basis of the map of curvilinear 
distances by a pattern and/or a particular texture. 

4. (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the degrees in 
the importance of the detour required of a difficult access point are e v i d e nc e d indicated 
on the topological map by different patterns and/or textures. 

5. (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the chamfer 
mask used for tho l ocat i ng of for locating the difficult access points is of dimension 
3x3. 

6. (Currently Amended): The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the chamfer mask 
used for tho l ocat i ng of tho locating the difficult access points is of dimension 5x5. 
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